Concepts About Print

Concepts About Print are early literacy skills that every child needs to know to become a successful reader.  These concepts are in sequence of difficulty but may be learned in random order.  It is essential your child learn these concepts by the end of kindergarten. 
The following print concepts can be modeled and practiced when reading  aloud to your child.  Make it fun!  Make crazy mistakes for your child to correct.

Your child should be able to:

· Recognize the front of the book, the back of the book

· Recognize that print not pictures carries the message

· A left page is read before a right page

· Points to where one begins to read (first word on the page)

· Points where to go next (continue to the right)

· Return sweep: points where to go after the end of the line

· Demonstrate word to word matching

· Demonstrate first and last concept (first word on the page, last word on 

    the page)

· Name a question mark or tell its meaning (asks something)

· Name a period or tell its meaning (stop)

· Meaning of a comma (rest)

· Meaning of quotation marks (someone is talking)

· Point to one letter, point to one word

· Point to the first letter of a word (write a letter on paper, ask: find a letter like this at the beginning of a word)

· Point to the last letter of a word (repeat above with a different letter for the end of a word)

· Point to a capital letter, point to a lower case letter (use the same letter)

